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AGENCY: Pith anr[Wlldlifb Service.
Interior;
*crios~FlnaLxuLe.

SUM~Y:The Servicedetermines.tha
plantTñckiffafrmacaatha(counnon
name~Rar!aco)iobean endangered
speciespursuanttotheEndangered’
SpeciesAct fActJ of 1973, asamended~
Trichi!ta trzbCw7thaleendemicto
semideciduousdryforestson limestone
in southwesternPuerto RIco.This amaf’
tree is threatenedby woodcutting.flash-
flooding, andits e’xtremelylow
population size.This final rule wil}
implementthe Federalprotectfonand
recovery provisions afforded by the Act
for Trichiii~iriicoathe..
EFFECTIVEDATE March 7.1988.
ADDRESSEE The complete file for this
rule is availahiefor inspection,by
appointment.duringnor.~aLhasiness
hours at theCarthbesnFieklOffice, U.Sc
Fish and Wildlife Service,P.O.Box 481.
Boqueron.PuertoRico00622andat the
Service’sSoetheaeLRegionalOfflet.
Suite 1282, 75 SpringStreetSW..
Atlanta, Georgia30303..
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has substantial information supporting
the appropriatenessof proposing to list
them as endangeredor threatened) and
wasretained in this categoryin the
November28, 1983 (48FR 53640),update
of the 1980 notice and the September27,
1985, revisednotice (50 FR 39526).

In a notice published in the Federal
Registeron February 15, 1983 (48 FR
6752), the Service reported the earlier
acceptanceof the new taxa in the
Smithsonian’s1978 book asunder
petition within the contextof Section
4(b)(3)(A) of the Act (16U.S.C.
1533(b)(3)(A)),asamendedin 1982. The
Servicesubsequentlyfound on October
13, 1983: October12, 1984; October 11,
1985; and October 10, 1986, that listing
Trichilia triacantha waswarranted but
precluded by other pending listing
actions in accordancewith section
4(b)(3)(B)(iii) of the Act. The Service
proposedlisting Trichilic, triczcanthaas
endangeredon April 24, 1987 (52 FR
13790-43792).

Summaryof Commentsand
Recommendations

In the April 24, 1987, proposedrule
and associatednotifications, all
interestedparties were requestedto
submit factual reports or information
that might contribute to thedevelopment
of a final rule. Appropriate agenciesof
the Commonwealthof PuertoRico,
Federalagencies,scientific
organizations,and other interested
parties were contactedand requestedto
comment. A newspapernoticeinviting
generalpublic comment waspublished
in the SanJuan Star on May 23, 1987.
Five letters of commentwere received
and arediscussedbelow.A public
hearing was neither requestednor held.

Comments were receivedfrom the
Secretary of the Puerto RicoDepartment
of Natural Resources,the Environmental
Protection Agency.U.S.Corps of
Engineers, U.S.Forest Service,and the
Natural History Societyof Puerto Rico.

The Secretary of the PuertoRico
Department of Natural Resources
supported the proposedlisting of
Trichilia triacantha statingthat the
Guanica Commonwealth Forest is being
managedstrictly from a conservation
standpoint. Administrators of the
Environmental Protection Agencyand
the Corps of Engineersstatedthat they
knewof no ongoingor proposedactions
that would impact the speciesand that
they had no information on its status.
The Forest Service statedthat the
speciesdoesnot occur in the Caribbean
National Forest and that no action was
anticipated that might affect the species.
The Natural History Societyof Puerto
Rico supported the proposed listing.

Summaryof Factors Affecting the
Species

After a thoroughreviewand
considerationof all information
available,the Service hasdetermined
that Trichilia triaccinthashould be
classifiedasan endangeredspecies.
Proceduresfound at section 4(a)(1)of
the Act and regulations (50CFR Part
424)promulgated to implement the
listing provisions of the Act were
followed. A speciesmay be determined
to be an endangeredor threatened
speciesdue to one or more of the five
factors describedin section4(a)(1),
Thesefactors and their application to
Trichilia triacantha Urban are as
follows:

A. Thepresentor threatened
destruction,modification, or curtailment
of its habitator mnge.Most of the
islandof PuertoRicohasbeen
deforested,and the forests where
Trichiia triacantha is presently found
are largely secondgrowth. However, the
specieshastraditionally been,and
apparently continuesto be, selectively
taken for its wood. The known
remainingplants are widely scattered
and confined to CommonwealthForest
lands, and, thus, they arelargely
protectedfrom cutting.The-areaswhere
additional individuals or populations
aremost likely to be extant arein the
Guayanilla Hills, which arebeing
rapidly developed.Undiscoveredplants
in theseareasmost likely will be
destroyedbeforebeing discovered.

B. Overutilizationforcommercial,
recreational,scientific,or educational
purposes.The taking of thesetreesfor
their wood (for usein fenceposts,home
furniture,etc.) hasundoubtedly
contributed to thedecline of this
species,but it is not known to what
extent this practice continues.The
extremerarity of Trichilia triacantha
lessenssusceptibility to woodcutting.
but the possibility of extirpation by this
meansremains.

C. Diseaseorpredation.Diseaseand
predation from herbivores have not
beendocumentedasfactors in the
decline of thi8 species.

D. The inadequacyof existing
regulatorymechanisms.The
Commonwealthof PuertoRico has
recently adopted a regulation that
recognizesand provides protection for
certain Commonwealthlisted species.
However, Trichilia triacanthois not yet
on the Commonwealth list. Federal
listing would apply the recovery and
protection provisionsof the Act to this
species.

B. Othernatural or manmadefactors
affectingits continuedexistence.The
known populations of Ti-ichilia

triacantha areconfined to
geographicallysmall areasand thus are
vulnerable to natural disturbance,
particularly flash-flooding. In addition,
with only 18plants known to exist and
little evidenceof successful
reproduction. the risk of extinction of
this speciesis very high.

The Servicehascarefully assessedthe
best scientificand commercial
information available regarding the past,
present, and future threats facedby this
speciesin making this determination.
Basedon this evaluation, the preferred
action is to list Trichilia triacantha as
endangered.Sincethere are few
individuals remaining and a continuing
risk of damage to the plants and/or their
habitat, endangeredstatusseemsan
accurateassessmentof the species’
condition. It is not prudent to designate
critical habitat becausedoing sowould
increasethe risk to this species,as
detailedbelow.

Critical Habitat
Section4(a)(3)of the Act, asamended,

requires that, to themaximum extent
prudent and determinable, the Secretary
designatecritical habitat at the time a
speciesis determinedto be endangered
or threatened.The Servicefinds that
designationof critical habitat is not
prudent for this speciesat this time. The
distribution of Trichilia triacantha is
sufficiently restricted that collectingor
vandalismcould seriouslydamageor
eliminate the remaining individuals.
Publication of critical habitat
descriptionsand maps in theFederal
Registerwould increasethe likelihood
of suchactivities. The Servicebelieves
that Federal involvement in the areas
where this plant occurscanbe identified
without the designationof critical
habitat. All involved parties and known
landownershave beennotified of the
location and importance of protecting
this species~habitat. Protection of this
species~habitat will alsobe addressed
through the recovery processand
through the section 7 jeopardy standard.
Therefore, it would not be prudent to
determine criticalhabitat for Trichilia
triaci~nthaat this time.
AvailableConservationMeasures

Conservationmeasuresprovided to
specieslistedas endangeredor
threatenedunderthe Endangered
SpeciesAct includerecognition,
recovery actions,requirements for
Federalprotection,and prohibitions
against certainpractices. Recognition
through listing encouragesand results in
conservationactions by Federal,
Commonwealth, andprivate- agencies,
groups. and individuals. The
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EndangeredSpeciesAct providesfor
possiblelandacquisitionand
cooperationwith the Commonwealth
and requires that recovery actions be
carriedout for all listedspecies.Such
actionsareinitiated by the Service
following listing. The protectionrequired
of Federalagenciesand theprohibitions
againsttakingarediscussed,inpart.
below.

Section7(a) of theAct, asamended,
requiresFederalagenciesto evaluate
theiractionswith respecttoany species
that is listedasendangeredor
threatenedandwith respectto its
critical habitat,if anyis being
designated.Regulationsimplementing
this interagencycooperationprovision
of theActarecodifiedat 50 CFRPart
402. Section7(a)(2) requiresFederal
agenciesto ensurethatactivities they
authorize,fund,or carryoutarenot
likely to jeopardizethecontinued
existenceof sucha speciesor to destroy
oradverselymodify its criticalhabitat.
If a Federalactionmayaffecta listed
speciesor itscritical habitat,the
responsibleFederalagencymustenter
into formalconsultationwith the
Service.No criticalhabitatisbeing
designatedfor Thchilkztriacantha. as
discussedabove,andnoFederal
involvementisknownor expectedto
occur.

TheAct andits implementing
regulationsfoandat 56’CFR 17.61,l7.62~
and17.63,setforth aseriesof general
tradeprohibitionsandexceptionsthat
apply toall endangeredplants.All trade
prohibitionsof section9(a)(2Jof theAct,
implementedby 50CFR 17.61,apply.
Theseprobibitions,in part,makeii
illegal for anypersonsubjectto the
jurisdiction of theUnitedStatesto
importorexportanyendangeredplant,

transportii in interstateor foreign-
commercein thecourseof acommercial
activity, sell oroffer it for salein
interstateor foreigncommerce,or
removeit from areasunderFederal
jurisdictionandreduceit to possession.
Certainexceptionscanapply to agents
of the ServiceandCommonwealth
conservationagencies.TheAct and50
CFR 17.62and17.63alsoprovide for the
issuanceofpermitsto caivy out
otherwiseprohibitedactivities involving
endangeredspeciesundercertain
circumstances.It is anticipatedthat few
tradepermits would everbe soughtor
issuedsincethespeciesis notknownto
bein cultivationandis uncommonin the
wild. Requestsfor copiesof the
regulationson plantsandinquiries
regardingthem maybeaddressedto the.
Office of ManagementAuthority, P.O.
Box 27329,U.S.FishandWildlife
Service,Washington.DC 20038—7329
(202/343—49551.

NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct

TheFishandWildlife Servicehas
determinedthatanEnvironmental
Assessment,asdefinedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
PolicyAct of 1909, neednot be prepared
in connectionwithregulationsadopted
pursuantto section4(a)of the.
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973.as
amended.A noticeoutliningthe
Service’sreasonsfor thisdetermination
waspublishedin theFederalRegisteron
October25,1983 (48FR49244).
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Lia~otSubj.cts’in5OCFRPast17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife.
Fish,MarineMammals,Plants
(agriculture).

RegulationPt~omulgation

Aonoidingly.Part17. SubchapterB of
Chapter1, Title50of theCodeof Federal
Regulations,isamendedasset forth
below:

PART 11—(AMENDEDJ

1. The authority-citationfor Part17
continuestoreadasfoilows~

Autho~ty:Pub.L 93.-21)Sh87Stat.884 Pub.
L 94-359,90-Stat.911~Pub.L 95-632,92Stat
3751i Pub.L ~s.-isa93,Slat 1225 Pub. L 97—
304.96Stat.1411(16U S.C.1531 ei seq4Pub.
L. 99-625,1(JO’Stat3500(1966).unless
otherwisenoted.

2. Amend§~17.14h}by addingthe
following, An a1~babe*ica1orderby the
nameof thefamily Meliaceae,to theList
of EndangeredandThreatenedPlants:

§ t7~12Endan~cdandthreatened
plants.
* * . *

(h) * * *

Dated: lanuary iz. unsa.
SusanRecce. . -
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